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ANDREA LEWIN WENDEL, dressed in her customary day-
time uniform of overalls and safety goggles, is in her
truck bed, straddling  a 1,000-pound tree trunk. She
revs a chain saw as sawdust flies everywhere. 

Manhandling hunks of wood is hardly the first
image that comes to mind when you meet Wendel.
Tall yet thin, the Carbondale-based furniture maker
and sculptor seems delicate, even bird-like. But spend
a few minutes watching her take a chain saw to wood,
and there’s no question she’s in her element when
wearing a tool belt. She talks to the wood, chides it,
shakes her head at it, saws through it, adjusts its posi-
tion, saws some more, and—thud!—a hefty chunk
falls from the pickup to the pavement. 

“Ha! Success!” she laughs.
This is just the beginning of a long process.

For the next three months, one of Wendel’s pri-
mary projects will be chain-sawing, chiseling,
sanding and molding these two 36-foot logs
into four handcrafted barstools for a client in
Kansas City.

“I love the physicality of what I do,” she says
with a girlish smile. “You’re all over every piece;
by the time you’re done, you’ve loved it from
every side.” 

Although the stools will be customized to
match the client’s décor, they will also be
instant Wendel classics: miniature totem
poles with graphic patterns encircling each.
In between perfecting these stools, she’s also
plugging away at three mantles, a wall hang-
ing, a desk, three cocktail tables and her own
line of furniture. In other words, she keeps her-
self busy.

A perusal of Wendel’s portfolio reveals her deep
affinity for traditional artworks from around the globe.
(The barstools, in fact, are inspired by the crowns she
created on a series of African queen sculptures.) Each
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piece is different, yet Wendel’s touch is
unmistakable: earth tones, totemic refer-
ences, sculptural power and painstakingly
etched patterns that walk a line between the
present and the past, all with a uniquely
Western flair. 

“I really love the traditional carvings of
Africa and the textures and shapes of the
Southwest and Native American antiquities,”
she says. “But a contemporary edge is so fun,
and it brings it all together.”

The daughter of an interior designer and
a builder, Wendel’s artistic inclinations are
embedded in her genes. After graduating with
a degree in illustration, she moved to Florida
and began painting murals in private homes.
She came to Aspen 13 years ago, however,
and is here to stay. She took some classes in
woodworking at Anderson Ranch, and the
medium captured her imagination. Welding
classes she’d taken in Florida further expand-
ed the possibilities she saw for herself as a
sculptor. Thus, wood and metal became her
tactile inspirations.

After honing her craft through sculpture
and making a name for herself by exhibiting
her work in art galleries, she began making and
designing furniture for clients five years ago,
rediscovering an appreciation for collaboration
that she’d had in Florida.

“To make the perfect piece for your client
is really fun,” says Wendel. “I like the input of
other people to create something functional.”

A few weeks after chain-sawing tree
trunks out of her truck, the logs have mor-
phed from hunks of wood into bonafide
stools. The colder weather has forced Wendel
into the confines of her woodworking shop.
Her various projects fill the space, but the
stools-in-progress are front and center. The
bark has been shaved off, the edges have been
smoothed, the measurements have been
made; it’s clear where the leather seat
belongs, and where the footrests will be
installed. She has etched patterns on two of
the stools, but says that there’s still at least
two full days’ worth of work yet to do on each
stool’s pattern. She’ll have them completely
finished in time for Christmas.

She’s also giddy this afternoon because
plans are moving forward on her furniture
line, A-Line Designs. She has just come up
with a logo that she proudly displays, and has
worked out designs for four coffee and side
tables. Eventually, she will have designs for
everything from tables and chairs to mantles.
With Wendel’s chutzpah, keep your eyes out
for the A-Line sooner rather than later.
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